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Recent work has shown that water hyachint has a very 

high capacity for adsorbing a variety of metal ions. The 

overall process of adaorbtion by w.h. is not yet fully 

understood because it involves complex biological substan- 

ces such as lignin, collagen, lipids, proteins etc. Lt is 

known that w.h. contains several amino acids but little 

information is available of the chemistry apart from the 

glycine compounds. This contribution is part of a study of 

the preparation, properties, structures and reactions in 

order to search for a plausible explanation for the uptake 

of metal ions by a very useful and interesting plant, the 

water hyachint. 
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